OrganVision: Odyssey of a Nonfundraiser

In 1993 I accepted a keyboard
position at Canadian Union
College, following an interim
position at Walla Walla College
and the opportunity to play on one
of the finest pipe organs in
Seventh-day Adventism, a
ninety-two rank Casavant. While
CUC’s strong faculty, the creative
opportunity the position offered,
and the captivating natural beauty
of the Alberta plains smoothed the
transition, leaving that stimulating

instrument was a wrenching
experience, one that created a
gaping hole in my professional
life.

The College Heights church
organ at CUC was an uneasy
medley of pipes from several
decades. Some individual aspects

were fine, but they meshed poorly.

Full Organ impressed with coarse
strength rather than refined vigor,
and a plethora of increasing
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mechanical problems jeopardized
reliable performance.

Surprisingly, CUC Dean of
Arts John McDowell had asked at
my employment interview, "So
when can you get for us a new
$400,000' organ"? Spurred on by
my keen disappointment with the
present organ, I early envisioned a
new organ installed within five
years.

This summer, five years after
the interview, the installation of a






