SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
HYMNODY

A CHRONOLOGY

The following is a selective lsting of hyvmn-relmed musical events and noveworthy hymmals and songbooks in
English produced by or for the Adventist church from 1843 10 the present. They are extracted from o more detailed
listing, “Stgnificant Mileposts in Seventh-day Adventist Hymnady, "availablé from the Adventist Heritage Center in
the Amdrews University James White Library, Many of the kymnals and song books listed below were on dixplay

Sabbath afternaon of the hvmn fextval weekend,
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Ad o Millerite meeiing held in Lachfield Plains, Maine,
evangelist James White, begins his meeting by dramatically
marching down the center nisle beating time on his Bible
and singing, “You will see your Lord a-coming, You will
see your Lord n-coming, You will see your Lord a-coming,
in a few more days,”

White claimed that singing m this manner could “hold
nearly a thousand persons in almost breathless silemnce.”
He continued 1o say there was great power in Advent
singing in those days. "l seemed o me that not a hand or
fioot moved im all the crowd before mae Gl bud Tingshed all
the words of this lemgthy melody, Many wept and the
state of feeling was most favorable for the introduction of
the arave subject for the cveming,
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James White publishes the first hymnal, the first book of

any kind of the Sabbath-keeping Adventists, fourleen years
before the official organization of the Seventh-day

Adventist Church, 1t was tited, Hymns for God's Pecu- e
liar Peaple, That Keep the Commandments of Ged and

the Faith of Jesus, and was drawn extensively from the
Millennial Harp, or Second Advent Hymns, both pub-

lished by Joshus V. Himes in 1842, 1843, and 1848,
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Hvmas for Second Advent Bellevers Who Observe the
Sabbath of the Lord, commonly called Advenr  and
Sabbath Hymns, is published. This hymnal includes Annie

SJAMES WHITE

James White, ulong with his wife. Ellen, wias a key person in the development and
growth of the Seveath-day Adventist Church, While he is best known for his abilities as
mn organizer, publicist, writer and editor, preacher, and Bible student, be was also inter-
ested in musie, doc in part to the fact that his father was a teacher of vocal music,

He led out in early efforts 1o produce song books for o peaple who would become
Seventh-diy Adventists und kept up with trends in Amenican church music, owning "~
personal copies of the most recent hymnals, In spite of the breadth of his interests and
many commitments, White single-handedly edited and published four hymnals und five
supplements between 1849 and 1863,

(1821-1891)




Smith’s “Long Upon the Mountains Weary,” the first
published hymn by the sister of Uriah Smith.
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Anm White, sister of Lames While, publishes Hyvmns for
Youuth emed Chileren, the first song book for young people,
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Hymns for Those Who Keep the Commandments of God
ard the Faith of fesus is published. It is wnigoe in that it
CONains seventy-six mnes, Previous Adventist hyminals
comtained only words and no music
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The first otficial hymnal, Hvmns and Tunes for Those
who Keep the Commandments of God and the Faith of
Jesus, is published by the fledgling General Conference. It
has 424 pages, 336 hymns, and 125 tuncs, Eighty-seven of
the tunes are in the now familiar four-pan hammony on fwo
staves, Prior o this tme. the tunes were presented in
several different ways.
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1. Bdson White, oldest son of James White, issaes his first
hymnbook, Hyvmny of Praise for Use @ Lectures and
Revival Meetings. 1t has 64 pages with 60 hymns. mostly
from previous hymnals of his father, but includes eight new
gospel hymns and music of the back. ‘White also publishes
The Song Anchor: A Choice Collection of favorites for
Sabbath School ond Priise Service,

Inv the lust half of the 1%th century gospel songs.
charsctenzed by buovant rhythms, sasy-to-sing melodies,
and repetition, swept through American churches and the
Seventh-day Adventsst church as well. Names such as
Bradbury, Lowry, Doane, Sankey, Alexander, and
Rodeheaver appeared on the pages of Amernca’s
hyminbiosoks., The same wits tree in the Adventist Chirch.

The Song Anchor was the Adventist gospel collec
tiom. It mcludes 137 hymns and 133 tunes, ten composed
by White. Besides conliining gospel songs, this book is
nateworthy in several ways. 1D was printed by Pacific
Press. the second Adventist publishing house, in a horizon-
tal instead of vertical format, all hymns were sel 0 muosic,
authors and composers names were isted, copyright
notices were printed. and the Tirst works by F. E. Belden
wiere included.
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The temperance movement is going strong in
Amenca and Adventists are invedved as a result of the
1863 visions of Ellen White on heitlthiul living. Edson
White prints Temperance and Gospel Songs, for the LUse
of Temperance Clubs and Gospel Temperance Meet-
ings. Is 134 somps and hymns are, for the most part, new
and original, “written especially for the book by the best
takent in the land,”
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The Sevenith-day Adventist Hvmn angd Tune Book

Jor Use in Diving Worship, more commonly known as

Hvmna and Tunes, “largest and most comprehensive

SJAMES EDS0ON WHITE

(1648-1528)

Edson was the second und oldest surviving son of James and Ellen White. He
started working at age 15 in the Review and Herald Publishing Association and
became proficient in all aspects of printing. That skill was coupled with an astute
business sense inherited from his father. In 1870 he married Emmn MacDearmon,
whose sister later mamed F. E. Belden.

While at Pacific Press in California he became deeply involved in the produc-
tion of Song Ancher, a Sabbath school songbook. After returning to Battle Creek,
Michigan, in 1880, he became conmected with the Sabbath school work: During this
time he also began the 1. E. White Publishing Compuny, which in the mid-1880's did
the typesetting Tor both music und words for Hymens and Tires, the second official
hvmnal of the Adventist church.




hymnbook ever published by the Church,” s released. It has
1413 hymns, most printed as two staves with one verse in
the score and the remaining text and other hymns in the same
meter being printed below. F. E. Belden is the largest
Adventist contmbutor with eighty Byvimn texts and eighty-
seven funes., It will be the official hymnal until 194
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Christ in Semg, ome of the most popular songbooks in the
Addventist church, is published. 1t is largely the result of F.
E. Belden's effort and contains 742 hymns and 692 tunes.
The 1908 revision 15 one that later in the centry will be
remembered with affection by older Adventists, [t is de-
signed by Belden 1o be wsed as 4 church, Subbath school, and
voung persons” hyminal and will become the unofficial hymnal
of the church, continuing in that role even atter the release of
the new Churcl Hymnal in 194,
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The Juwior Song Book laler changed o Missionary
Vilurteer Somgs, is released by the General Conference
Young People’™s Missionary Volunteer Department. A

collecuon of songs for young people, it is the fir
Adventist song book to include spirials, a wial of four.
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The Churel Hvirad, first official hyimnal since 1886,
when Hymmns and Tunes first sppeared, is prnnted. One
of the moving forces behind the development and
prodection of this hymnal is Harold Hannun, who helped
to get the music in shape for publication, It contains 703
hymns and is not an immediate success because some
fieg] the hymns are too “high” church: others feel there
are (oo many “cheap” gospel songs, and poor-guality
tunes. It will not be sccepted and used widely for over a
decade,
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Gaspel Melodies and Evangelistic Hvmns is released
as a renction ngainst The Church Hymmal, A revision
of an earlier compilation of gospel music by Roy Allen
Anderson, Gaspel Melodies, released in 1931, its
content is determined by a review committee of evange-
lists, musiciins, and “ministers of good musical judgment”™
apponted by The General Conference Minisienal

Associntion,

his allegiance 1o the church or o the Lord.”

he wrote hundreds of other songs throughout his career,

FRANKLIN EDSON BELDEN

F. E. Belden was the eldest of five children bom to Stephen and Sarih
{Harmon) Belden, older sister of Ellen Harmon White, About 1876 he moved to
California where he began 1o compose music. Because of health problems
hemoved to Colorado, where he met and married Harriet MacDearmon, who
was also wlented in music, In the 1880°s they retumed 1o Batle Creek, where
he connected with the Adventist publishing work, He and Edwin Bames served
as muste editors of Hymmy and Tunes, released i 1886, Belden also collabo-
rated with his cousin, J. Edson White, on several song books.

A disagreement arose between Belden and the Review and Herald over
the royalties from Hyveas and Tnes, It was reported that Belden was greedy
and wanted the money. In reality the agreement with the General Conference
in 1886 was for his share of the royalties to go to mission work. When the
Review and Herald took over the copyright to the hymnal, Belden did not want
his share to go 1o the publishing house. Disiullusioned, he separated himself from church work, bat did not “forsake

Belden's abilities in both music and poetry were often demonstrated by his writing o song o fit o sermon while
it was still being debivered. He would take the preacher’s text and by the end of the service have o song ready for
performance. Cheist in Song is Belden's most recognizable contribution o Seventh-day Adventist hymnody, though

(1858-1945)
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The General Conference Sabbath School Department
publishes Sabbarh School Songs in an effort o restore
many favorite songs left out of The Church Hymnal, It
contnins 250 songs, 200 of which are from the 1908
version of Chest in Song, The title will be changed
Sonps of Praise in 1950
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The Genernl Conference Young People's Missionary
Volunteer Depantment introduces Singing Youtl, as a
response 10 whal the youth want o sing,
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In response o the vast increase in gospel songs of the
1960s and early 1970s, the General Conference Youth
Depantment releases Advent Youth Sing.  1ts compila-

tion of 214 songs includes few traditional hymns and has
puilar chords printed above the score.
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The Seventh-day Advenrist Hwmal is released. As a result
of wide-spresd dissansfaction with The Church Hymnal, o
cormmities was established in 1981 1o develop 4 new church
hymnal. [t is first used at the 1985 General Conference
Session in New Orleans. Lowsiana,  This fourth and most
recent official hymnal has 695 hymns.
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